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possible that men who have moderate possessions should do
what they ought. It seems also that .Anaxagoras conceived
the happy man to be neither the rich nor the powerful, when
lie said, that he should not be surprised if he appeared in an
absurd light to the multitude ; for these judge by externals,
having a perception only of such things m. The opinions of
wise men also seem to agree with what has been said j such
facts therefore carry with them some credit. But truth in
practical matters is decided from facts and from life -, for
the important part of them depends upon these : and we
ought to try all that has been said, by applying it to facts
and to life $ and if our arguments agree with facts, we may
receive them; but if they are at variance, we must consider
them as mere words.

7. Also he that energizes according to intellect, and pays
attention to that, and has it in the best state, is likely to be
most beloved by the gods : for if any regard is paid to human
things by .the gods, as there seems to be, it must be rea-
sonable that they would take pleasure in what is the best
and nearest allied to themselves 5 but this must be intellect 5
and that they would be kind in return to those who love and
honour this most, as to persons who take care of what is
dear to them, and who act rightly and nobly. But that all
these things exist most in the wise man requires no proof j
he is therefore most beloved by the gods. It is probable
also that the same person is most happy. So that in this
way also the wise man must be most happy.

m If the multitude thought Anaxagoras absurd, because they judged
from external things; it is plain that Anaxagoras differed from them, and
did not judge from external things, and so far agreed with Aristotle in Ms
opinion of happiness.